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causes for which appeals are allowed by that statute, which provides that, if an appeal is made contrary to that act, the party so prosecuting it shall be guilty of a premunire. The year after that law was made, all appeals to Rome were expressly forbidden, under the like penalty; but by 13th Eliz. cap. 2, it is made high treason. These laws were but a recognition of the ancient rights of tha kings of England; for by the Constitutions of Clarendon, Anno 10th Henry II. it is acknowledged so to be, where the same method of appeals from one court to another was appointed, and no farther without the King's express leave. It is likewise to be observed, that by the first statute, viz: 24th Henry VIII. appeals in the three cases before mentioned, viz: testamentary, matrimonial, and for tithes, shall be from the Archdeacon to the bishop, &c. But by the next act in the year following it is provided, that all manner of appeals, of what nature soever, shall proceed gradatim in the like method. The last 49 of the Canons relate to jurisdiction in ecclesiastical matters, and the 98th contains limitation, as to appeal.
APPROPRIATION, is the annexing of a benefice to the proper and especial use of a spiritual corporation. When Benedict, who was the father of those who professed a regular life in the Western Church, retired into a solitary place in Italy, from those tumults which happened under the reign of Justinian, and gave himself wholly to the service of GOD, he soon acquired a great reputation for his holy life; and several persons came and submitted themselves to those rules, which he imposed on them for the government of their lives, so that they grew into a fraternity; and the princes of those times, admiring their holy lives and conversation, built houses for them, which were called monasteries; and were so liberal to them, that they appropriated presentative benefices to those religious houses. This was frequently done here after the Norrnan invasion; the secular clergy being then Saxons or Englishmen, but most of the nobility, bishops, and abbots, being Normans, they had no manner of regard to the secular, but reduced them as low as they could to enrich their monasteries; and this was the reason of so many appropriations. But some are of opinion,